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Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
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Sir: 

In response to the non- final Office Action dated November 10, 1999, reconsideration and 
allowance is respectfully requested in view of the.foUowing Amendment and Remarks. 
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Amendment 



^ <y^ ftThree Times Amended) A p p gfa£d & for controlling the placement of a shear-thinnable 

/ pplymer composition into a porous web, having a three dimensional structure of a plurality of 
stmctural elements with interstitial spaces therebetween, comprising: 
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^eans for applying tension to the porous web; 

leans for applying a curable, shear-thinnable, polymer composition onto one surface 
of the tenkioned web; and 

mdans for shear thinning the polymer composition to substantially reduce its viscosity 
and selectively place it into the tensioned web to encapsulate at least some of the structural 
elements of the porous web by enveloping exposed surface portions of the structural 
elements , tAerebv only partiallv filling [leaving] most of the interstitial spaces between said 
structural elements [open]. ^ 





Twice Amended) " ^ l ^uK^lfr for controlling the placement of a shear-thinnable polymer 
composition into a porous web, having a three dimensional structure of a plurality of 
structural elements with interstitial spaces therebetween and a three dimensional top surface 
opppsed from a three dimensional bottom surface, comprising: 
means for applying tension to the web; 

means for applying a curable, shear-thinnable, polymer composition onto one surface 
o f the\t ensioned web ; 

^blade means for engaging said one surface of the tensioned web; 
leans for moving the web relative to said blade means; and 

leans for controlling said tension applying means and said blade means to shear thin 
the polyAier composition to substantially reduce its viscosity and to selectively place it into 
the tensicmed web to encapsulate at least some of the structural elements of the porous web 
bv enveloping exposed surface portions of the structural elements , thereby onlv partially 
filling [leaying] most of the interstitial spaces between said structural elements [open], 

^ 1881 "lorwice Amended) <AppaiUlU? for controlled placement of a shear-thirmable polymer 
/ composition into a porous web, having a three dimensional structure of a plurality of 
structural elements with interstitial spaces therebetween, comprising: 
means for advancing a porous web; 
ymeans for applying tension to the porous web; 
leans for applying a curable, shear-thinnable, polymer composition to the web; [and] 
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